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He is truly outstanding among contemporary

artists. His versatility, the thoroughness of his
training, and the depth of his artistic sensibility
are all part of his amazing talent. Born in
Rapid City, South Dakota, to sculptor Ivan
Houser, who was First Assistant to Gutzon
Borglum in carving Mount Rushmore, we know
that part of his talents were inherited. How-
ever, John has continually developed his God-
given talents to become an accomplished
painter and sculptor.

After moving to Oregon, John began
sculpting and painting at the age of twelve.
John Houser’s entire life has been associated
with art and sculpture. At age fifteen, he be-
came the youngest active member in the his-
tory of the Oregon Society of Artists. He grad-
uated from Lewis and Clark College in Port-
land, Oregon, with a double major in natural
science and art. He continued his formal art
education with a graduate Alumni Fellowship
to UCLA, where he received the Elizabeth T.
Greenshields Award for independent Euro-
pean studies. He studied in Spain and Italy
where he learned from the Florentine painter
Pietro Annigoni and American sculptor Avard
Fairbanks. Upon his return to the U.S., John
studied with Classicist painter, R.H. Ives
Gammel in Boston and at Harvard University
in anatomy.

His career has taken him across Europe
and the United States from the eastern sea-
board to the west coast. In order to realisti-
cally portray the human condition through his
subjects, he has lived and worked alongside
diverse groups such as Gullah Blacks of
South Carolina, Italian street fakirs, hippies,
migrant workers, Gypsies, and Native Ameri-
cans. John has also traveled extensively in
Mexico and the Southwestern U.S., sculpting
the Pueblo, Seri, Lacandon, Tarahumara, and
Huichol Indians. He has been the subject of
several television documentaries and his work
has been featured in Southwest Art, American
Artist, Texas Monthly, ABC (Spain), Art Talk,
Connoisseur, Palette Talk, The Artists’ Maga-
zine, Blanco y Negro (Spain), Texas High-
ways, Siempre!, Presencia de México, and
Analysis (Mexico), and any more. His work is
in private and public collections all around the
world including The U.S. Library of Congress
and The University of Texas at El Paso.

John’s work has been featured in several
national and international exhibitions. These
include the National Academy of Western Art
Exhibition and Sale in Oklahoma City, the Na-
tional Sculpture Society, the Royal Danish
Havescelscab in Copenhagen, Denmark, the
Kermezaar Exhibition in El Paso, and the
Western Heritage Show and Sale in Houston,
Texas. He has also been featured in an ex-
hibit by the Brand Library and Art Galleries of
Glendale, California.

Throughout his career, John has received
numerous awards and honors for his artistic
endeavors. He is the honorary artist-in-resi-
dence for the Radford School in El Paso. In
1984 John won the Martin Luman winter
Award from the Salmagundi Club in New York
City for the bronze Barranca Overlook. Also in
1984, this bronze also garnered him the Coun-
cil of American Artist Societies Award from the
Grand National Exhibition of the American Art-
ist Professional League in New York City. Dur-
ing 1986 at their 5th Annual Sculpture & Open
Photography Exhibition in New York City, the
Salmagundi Club further honored John with
the Elliot Liskin Award for the sculpture Desert

Encounter. In 1987 at their 10th Annual Art
Exhibition ion New York City, the Salmagundi
Club honored John with the Oil Pastel Asso-
ciation Award for Soft Pastel. In 1988, he re-
ceived the Outstanding Alumni Award from
Lewis and Clark College. In 1992, He won
Grand National Prize in a photo essay contest
with ‘‘The Sandimune Years.’’ John won the
Purchase Award for ‘‘Realism Up Close’’ in
Santa Teresa, New Mexico in 1993.

John Houser is Sculptor and Director for the
XII Travelers Memorial of the Southwest, a re-
vitalization project for El Paso, Texas. His
ideas for this project will not only enhance the
revitalization of downtown El Paso but will give
our city a unique identity. The Travelers Me-
morial of the Southwest celebrates the history
and diversity of the region with a series of
twelve twice-life-sized bronzes.

I admire John Houser for his talent, dedica-
tion, and achievements in the art world. I also
am proud to recognize him here today for his
remarkable talent and his continued contribu-
tions to El Paso.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay humble tribute to the students, teachers
and parents of Fullana Elementary School in
Colorado for their efforts to help the needy
during the holidays. I commend the faculty of
the school as well as all the students, parents
and individuals who contributed to their special
canned food drive. Their selfless dedication
has provided warmth, comfort and happiness
to families in Colorado. That the school pro-
duced so much from their food drive for the
benefit of local families through the Salvation
Army is testament to the true meaning of the
spirit of Christmas and Hanukkah. Let us re-
member, as these good people have, that the
holiday season is one of giving, one of joy,
and one of hope. Let the childrens’ example
during the holidays be a beacon to us all
throughout the year.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Lisa Naftzger, an accomplished poet,
National Young Leaders Conference partici-
pant, and a student at Shiloh Senior High
School in Parma, OH.

Lisa has been selected to attend the Na-
tional Young Leaders Conference in Washing-
ton, DC, this week. She is among 350 out-
standing National Scholars from across the
country who are participating in a unique lead-
ership development program. Since the theme
of the conference is The Leaders of Tomorrow
Meeting the Leaders of Today, Lisa is taking
advantage of the opportunity to interact with
key leaders and news makers from the three
branches of government, the media, and the
diplomatic corps.

This week she is also participating in a
number of leadership skill-building activities
such as a Model Congress and role-playing
the President, members of the cabinet and
Members of Congress. The conference activi-
ties get young people on the right track to
achieving their full leadership potential. I am
certain that Lisa will not only gain knowledge
and experience here, but that she will also
leave with a sense of accomplishment and an
increased ability to face the challenges of the
future.

In addition to honoring Lisa for her achieve-
ments, I would also like to commend to your
attention the following poem that she has writ-
ten titled ‘‘The Unknown Soldier.’’

THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER

By Lisa Naftzger, Shiloh Jr. High, April 1,
1997

So much strength and courage it certainly
takes,

To fight for your country with so much at
stake.

And this Unknown Soldier, that’s just what
he’s done,

For my admiration he’s certainly won.
So, to represent Shiloh and lay down the

wreath,
To honor the soldier who is now at peace,
Would be the greatest honor I’ve ever known.
I know how much gratitude needs to be

shown.
For the Unknown Soldier should certainly

be,
Honored from now to eternity.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to express both my appreciation and the
appreciation of the people of Santa Cruz
County for the leadership of Dennis Osmer on
the Watsonville City Council. Dennis’ term
ended at the close of 1998.

Dennis was steeped in the value of commu-
nity service from the time he first drew breath
in 1957. His grandmother Lois served on the
Pajaro School Board in Watsonville, CA. His
father Frank was Watsonville’s police chief for
15 years, and was elected to the city council
upon retirement. Dennis fondly remembers
how his mother Noreen imbued him with the
importance of charity and service to the com-
munity.

Dennis attended local schools, graduating
from Watsonville High School and attending
University of California, Santa Cruz. He mar-
ried Laurie Lynch in 1977 and they have two
children, Brendan and Doreen. Dennis works
as program director of Energy Services, a
non-profit agency that assists low-income fam-
ilies with weatherization and energy bills.

When Dennis was first elected to the
Watsonville City Council in 1987, his principal
concern was drug abuse prevention. By ad-
dressing the issue in a variety of ways; fund-
ing youth programs, law enforcement, and job
creation, the problem has been alleviated to
some extent, but Dennis’ efforts continued.
Reelected to serve on the city council, Dennis
was then appointed mayor. Dennis also
worked on developing a long-range plan for
the Pajaro River through cooperation with re-
gional governmental entities. In addition to his
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